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Archbishop of Krakow and continues to do so
as the head of the Roman Catholic Church.

He is said to be the most recognized man
in the world. In fact he was named ‘‘Man of
the Year’’ in Time magazine in 1994. But, that
is not why I stand before you. I stand before
you because this man has dedicated his life to
the salvation of others.

I still remember when he was chosen by the
College of Cardinals. There was a great deal
of discussion about him, not because he was
selected to become the Pope, but rather be-
cause he was the first non Italian Pope since
1522 and because he was only 58 years old.
Now, twenty-two years later, neither his birth
place nor his age are part of the discussion.
I think that there is a lesson for all of us in that
fact.

I support this award because Pope John
Paul II has reached out to the people of this
planet. He encourages fraternity and encour-
ages people to live the gospel. And, in the
final analysis, he has made the world a better
place for us to live. I cannot think of a better
reason for this body to give this or any award.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a great man, Karol Jozef
Wojtyla. Now known to the world as Pope
John Paul II, this leader of the Catholic
Church has championed the cause of pro-
moting human rights and eliminating poverty
and hunger around the world. Called by some
the man of the century, John Paul II has been
unafraid to articulate his vision of a better
world and has the passion and integrity to
work toward that goal. The bottom line in the
debate over the nature of truth and freedom,
he argues, is the sanctity of all humans who
are created equal and are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, includ-
ing life and liberty—as written in our very own
Declaration of Independence.

He was also a key figure at a pivotal junc-
ture in world history. As a Cardinal in Poland,
he was a shrewd and unflinching opponent of
communism, advancing the church’s agenda
without allowing outright hostility and repres-
sion to develop.

As Pope, his support of the Solidarity move-
ment was instrumental in the downfall of the
government.

Today, just over nineteen years after a
would-be assassin shot him on May 13, 1981,
we vote to award Pope John Paul II with the
Congressional Gold Medal. I ask all Members
and the world to acknowledge his faith, his in-
tellect and his wonderful contributions.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H.R. 3544, the Pope John
Paul II Congressional Gold Medal Act. As you
know this bill would authorize a gold medal to
be awarded on behalf of the Congress to
Pope John Paul II in recognition of his many
and enduring contributions to peace and reli-
gious understanding.

Born Karol Wojtyla in Wadowice, Poland in
1920, Pope John Paul II has remained a lead-
ing champion of human rights around the
world, and a strong moral leader for us all. Or-
dained in 1946, Pope John Paul II spent eight
years as a professor of social ethics at the
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland. In 1964,
he was named the archbishop of Krakow and
only three years later he was appointed car-
dinal by Pope Paul VI. As the Archbishop of
Krakow, he would prove himself to be a noble
and trustworthy pastor in the face of Com-
munist persecution.

On October 16, 1978, Cardinal Wojtyla was
elected Pope. He took the name of his prede-
cessors, and became the first Polish leader of
the Roman Catholic Church and the youngest
Pope in this century. In this capacity—as our
society has grappled with serious social ques-
tions, Pope John Paul II has dealt with them
in such a way as to maintain a peaceful and
fair world order. In fact, over the last 50 years,
he has remained a dedicated servant to the
world. Throughout his many travels, he has
promoted peace, nuclear disarmament, and
the conquering of world hunger among other
things. In addition, he has remained a beacon
of strength and hope for every world citizen he
comes into contact with.

As a result, I fully support this act and urge
my colleagues to authorize the Congressional
Gold Medal in honor of Pope John Paul II.
God bless you and God Bless America.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a proud cosponsor and strong sup-
porter of H.R. 3544, to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Pope John Paul II for his out-
standing leadership in promoting peace and
understanding across the globe. Pope John
Paul II is one of the greatest humanitarians of
all time and this special award is a testament
to his successful life’s work in making the
world a better and safer place.

Pope John Paul II has been a revolutionary
in the world of religion. He has been a spiritual
leader to over one billion Catholic Christians
around the globe. He has served as an inspi-
ration to millions of American Catholics and
non-Catholics alike.

Pope John Paul II has led the charge to
unify not only diverse sects of Christianity, but
also to bridge the gaps between all respected
religious peoples throughout the world.

Over the years, Pope John Paul II has trav-
eled the world as a ‘‘warrior of peace.’’ His
tireless effort to bring people together of dif-
ferent faiths has demonstrated to the rest of
the world the wonderful possibilities of the
good that can and will prevail when people of
diverse, sometimes seemingly bipolar back-
grounds begin to listen to one another too
long.

From the United States to developing na-
tions, Pope John Paul II has traversed the
globe with a message of hope and freedom as
our New Economy’s prosperity continues to
beat down the plight of poverty.

Pope John Paul II should be commended
for his work in promoting democracy and for
the demise of communism throughout Europe.
Being such an outspoken leader in the battle
of good versus evil enabled Pope John Paul
II to play a critical role in the debate which
lead to the fall of the Berlin Wall. Time and
time again, Pope John Paul II spoke up and
defended liberty and justice wherever totali-
tarian regimes have arisen.

Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for bring-
ing consideration of this legislation to the
House Floor. Pope John Paul II is a deserving
recipient of this special award, as he has been
a leader in promoting peace and democracy
throughout the world. With that said, I am priv-
ileged to join my colleagues in support of
awarding Pope John Paul II the Congressional
Gold Medal.

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3544, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3544.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.
f

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS
MILLENNIUM EDUCATION ACT

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 1402) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance programs pro-
viding education benefits for veterans,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1402

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS;

REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Veterans and Dependents Millennium
Education Act’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents; ref-

erences to title 38, United
States Code.

Sec. 2. Increase in rates of basic educational
assistance under Montgomery
GI Bill.

Sec. 3. Additional opportunity for certain
VEAP participants to enroll in
basic educational assistance
under Montgomery GI Bill.

Sec. 4. Increase in rates of survivors and de-
pendents educational assist-
ance.

Sec. 5. Adjusted effective date for award of
survivors’ and dependents’ edu-
cational assistance.

Sec. 6. Revision of educational assistance
interval payment requirements.

Sec. 7. Availability of education benefits for
payment for licensing or cer-
tification tests.

Sec. 8. Extension of certain temporary au-
thorities.

Sec. 9. Codification of recurring provisions
in annual Department of Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations
Acts.

Sec. 10. Preservation of certain reporting re-
quirements.

(c) REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED STATES
CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided, whenever in this Act an amendment
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